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APPLICATION FOR STUDY, RESEARCH OR ENGLISH TEACHING ASSISTANT 2017-18
Fulbright and related grants administered by the Institute of International Education

3A. AWARD NAME:

5. INSTITUTION APPLYING THROUGH (OR AT-LARGE):

Bachelor's6. SCREENING DEGREE LEVEL: Master's: Doctorate

SuffixTitle First Middle Last Former Last Name

7. CURRENT RESIDENCE:
State/ProvinceCity

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, MN

X

Mr. Michael David Blazanin

MNMinneapolis

FIELD OF STUDY: Biology|2490APPLICANT NAME:
COUNTRY:Spain/SP/WE      

Blazanin, Michael David

1. NAME:

2. COUNTRY: Spain/SP/WE      

3. GENERAL CATEGORY: Academic

Open Study-Research

GENERAL INFORMATION

Valid until
05 / 2017

8. CITIZENSHIP: (1) United States (2) 

9. CITY/STATE OF BIRTH: COUNTRY OF BIRTH:Bloomington, MN United States

10. ENTRY TO U.S. If you were not born in the U.S., please indicate the date you entered the U.S.: /

11. AGE (as of October 1): 12. SEX:22 Male 13. ARE YOU A VETERAN OR IN THE ACTIVE MILITARY? Yes NoX

GRANT PURPOSE INFORMATION

14A. PROJECT TITLE:Evolution of RNA Viruses in Response to Variable Host Susceptibility

14B. ABSTRACT/SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL:

RNA viruses are among the most dangerous human pathogens today. In order to 
reduce the risks they pose, we must understand how they evolve. I am proposing a 
research project in Valencia, Spain, which will use plant RNA viruses as a model 
to investigate how variation in a host population affects the evolution of RNA 
virus fitness. Spain is a global scientific leader, and my experience there 
would spur professional collaborations and lifelong personal growth.

15. PROPOSED HOST COUNTRY AFFILIATION (Study/research applicants only)

1)  La Universidad Politécnica de Valencia, Dr. Santiago Elena

2)  

3)  

Country
United States

17. CRITICAL LANGUAGE ENHANCEMENT AWARD Yes No Language to be studied:

4)  Host City and/or Region for Proposed Project:   Valencia, Valencia, Spain

14C. HOST COUNTRY ENGAGEMENT: Describe briefly how you will engage with the host community. Give specific ideas for community engagement.

First and foremost, I will engage the community through my interactions with 
members of the laboratory and the broader academic community. I am also 
interested in participating in, or developing, outreach activities to provide 
exposure to science for students. Finally, my greatest hobby is playing and 
designing board and card games. I will participate in community gaming events at 
board game stores in addition to more informal social gatherings.

16. PLANS UPON RETURN TO U.S.

I will return to the United States to pursue a PhD in evolutionary biology, 
studying experimental viral evolution for my thesis, and using the lessons we 
learn from model systems to inform global responses to human pathogens. I hope 
to eventually become a professor, directing my own laboratory on experimental 
pathogen evolution, while continuing to form international collaborations, 
especially with colleagues from the Spanish-speaking world.

18. LANGUAGES AND LEVEL OF PROFICIENCY

Language Level

a) Spanish

b) 

c) 

d) 

Advanced

3B. UK AWARD:

FIELD OF STUDY: Biology|2490
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20. FOREIGN EXPERIENCE (List country, dates, purpose, including all travel/living.)
Primary Purpose Country(s)

Vacation

Vacation

Study

India

Costa Rica

Venezuela

08/2016-08/2016

04/2016-04/2016

01/2015-05/2015

21. EXPERIENCE ABROAD COMMENTS:
While studying abroad in Venezuela, I took three Spanish-immersion courses: Tropical 
Ecology, Field Botany and Spanish Conversation and Composition, as well as an 
English-language course in Sustainable Tropical Agriculture. As part of my Field 
Botany and Tropical Ecology courses, we carried out a research project on the plant 
biodiversity of different ecosystems. We also took numerous field trips, both as 
class activities and informally, to explore other regions of Venezuela.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Dates (Year)

Dates (Year)

Dates (Year)

Dates (Year)

Dates (Year)

3 weeksDuration

3 weeksDuration

4 monthsDuration

Duration

Duration

OTHER FOREIGN EXPERIENCE

23. GRADE POINT AVERAGE: Undergraduate: 1st Master's: Doctorate:3.98

22. EDUCATION
Dates attended: From/ToInstitutions attended /Country Degree received/Expected Fields of Study/Major

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

University of Minnesota - Twin Cities
United States

B.S. Ecology, Evolution & Behavior
Math; Statistics; Microbiology

05/201708/2013 to 05/2017

// to /

// to /

// to /

// to /

Date (mm/yyyy)

EDUCATION

2nd Master's:

HOST COUNTRY EXPERIENCE

19. (1) List all travel, residence, and/or study in the country(ies) to which you are applying.

(a)  

(b)  

(c)  

(d)  

(2) Are you currently living or staying in OR prior to your grant start,  do you plan an extended visit (4 or more weeks) to the country(s)
      to which you are applying?

Yes NoX

(3) Comments: Use this space to discuss frequent trips to the host country and/or if you responded yes in (2), indicate the purpose and dates you are or will be in the
      country(ies) to which you are applying.
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

List  your collegiate and/or recent activities/achievements, the year(s), leadership positions held, and a brief explanation, if necessary.

25. ACADEMIC HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AWARDS

(1)  Churchill Scholarship University of Minnesota Nominee, 2016

(2)  Astronaut Scholar, Astronaut Scholarship Foundation,  2016

(3)  Monica Tsang and James Weatherbee College of Biological Sciences Merit Scholar, 2016

(4)  College of Biological Sciences Study Abroad Scholarship, 2015

(5)  Bentson Family Scholar, University of Minnesota, 2013

(6)  National Merit Scholar, National Merit Scholarship Corporation, 2013

26. EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

(1)  Directed Research: Evolution of Motility & Resistance, Travisano Lab, Fall 2016

(2)  Event Staff Volunteer, Orientation & First Year Programs, Fall 2014 & 2016

(3)  Directed Research: Evolution of Motility & Resistance, Traviano Lab, Fall 2015

(4)  Tropical Ecology & Field Botany Undergrad Research Project, VENUSA, Spring 2015

(5)  Directed Research: Evolution of Bacterial Chemotaxis, Travisano Lab, Fall 2014

(6)  Organizer & Moderator, Minneapolis At-Large School Board Forum, Fall 2014

(7)  Students for Education Reform Organizing Fellow & U MN Chapter President, 2014

(8)  Eagle Scout, Boy Scouts of America Troop 3446, Fall 2012

27. PUBLICATIONS, EXHIBITIONS, PERFORMANCES, PRESENTATIONS

(1)  Publication on KSU REU research on Cooperation in Agrobacterium, Expected Spring 2017

(2)  Publication on UMN research on experimental evolution of chemotaxis, Expected Spring 2017

(3)  "Host Cues Select for Evol. of Avirulent Cheaters", KSU Presentation, Aug 2016

(4)  "Experimental Evolution of Bacterial Motility", Winchell Symposium Honorable Mention, 2016

(5)  "Measuring and Modeling Real-Time Denitrification", UMN Presentation, 2016

(6)  "Evolution: Motility and Resistance", Presentation to Microbial Pop. Research Group, 2015

24. OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE

DatesName and Address of Employer Type of Work Full-time/Part-time

1)

2)

3)

06/2015 to 08/2017Kaplan, Inc.
Minneapolis MN United States

FTACT, SAT, GRE Instructor X

05/2016 to 08/2016KSU REU/Thomas Platt Lab
Manhattan KS United States

Undergrad Research Experience

01/2016 to 05/2016U MN UROP/Mike Travisano Lab
Minneapolis MN United States

Undergraduate Research Grant

4)

5)

6)

08/2015 to 05/2016MnDRIVE/Satoshi Ishii Lab
Minneapolis MN United States

08/2015 to 09/2015UMN Orientation & 1st Yr Prog
Minneapolis MN United States

Event Staff Captain

06/2015 to 08/2015Deborah Ferrington Lab
Minneapolis MN United States

Laboratory Technician

7)

8)

08/2014 to 01/2015U MN College Biol Sciences
Minneapolis MN United States

Undergrad Teaching Assistant

06/2014 to 10/2014Policy Innovators in Education
Minneapolis MN United States

Intern

Undergrad Research Fellowship

PT

FT PTX

FT PTX

FT PTX

FT PTX

FT PTX

FT PTX

FT PTX

EXPERIENCE
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28. INFORMATION DOCUMENTING U.S. CITIZENSHIP:

PERSONAL INFORMATION

(1) I have a U.S. passport: Yes NoX (2) Expiration Date: 06 /         /23 2024

29. IF A NATURALIZED U.S. CITIZEN, ENTER: Naturalization number:

Date of Naturalization: /         / Place of Naturalization:

30. LIST OTHER GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS, OR AWARDS FOR WHICH YOU ARE APPLYING

(1)   Churchill Scholarship

(2)   NSF Graduate Research Fellowship

(3)   

(4)   

31. FUNDS FROM OTHER SOURCES AVAILABLE DURING THE GRANT PERIOD TO SUPPORT GRANTEE AND/OR DEPENDENTS.

Any additional expenses incurred will be covered by personal funds.

32. LIST STUDY ABROAD SCHOLARSHIPS/GRANTS AWARDED

(1) Grant Name:

(2) Grant Name:

(3) Grant Name:

Country:

Country:

Country:

Year:

Year:

Year:

33. EMERGENCY CONTACT WHILE ABROAD:

Full Name: Mary Blazanin Relationship to you: Mother

Street address: 5230 W 113th St. Cir City: Bloomington State: MN Zip Code:

Country: United States Telephone: 612 - 4189729 Email address: maryblazanin@gmail.com

INFORMATION ON YOUR DEPENDENTS

34. YOUR MARITAL STATUS: Single

36. NO. OF CHILDREN THAT YOU HAVE: 0

35. NAME OF YOUR SPOUSE: NA NA NA

a. Ages of children: NA

37. How many dependents will accompany you abroad? 0

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

By my name in the box below: (1) I have read and understood all instructions accompanying this application. (2) To the best of my knowledge, the information
provided in my application is true, correct, and complete. (3) I understand that any misrepresentation or omission may be cause for withdrawing a recommended status
or grant award. In the event I am awarded a grant: (4) I understand that this application and supporting materials will be shared with persons involved in the National
Screening Commission review process and with the staff at the U.S. Department of State, Fulbright Commission and U.S. embassy in the country(s) to which I am
applying, and others who are responsible for administering the Fulbright Program or involved in the selection process; (5) I agree to accept, as a condition of my award,
such placement as is made for me in an educational institution abroad; (6) I agree to keep my supervisory agency informed of my whereabouts and academic progress,
and to prepare such reports, both progress and terminal, covering my experience while under the grant as may be requested by my supervisory agency; (7) I understand
that in case I fail to maintain a satisfactory record, or in case my conduct is considered prejudicial to the best interest of the international educational exchange program,
my award may be withdrawn and payments terminated; (8) I understand that all Fulbright program grants are subject to the Policies of the J. William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board; (9) Once submitted, I will no longer have access to any part of the application or supporting materials, including References/Evaluations.

Applicant Name (as entered in Fulbright Application) Date
09 /         /08 2016Mike Blazanin
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38. PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS:

Bloomington, MN 55437-3306 United States

39. PRIMARY PHONE #:

40. PRIMARY EMAIL:

MOBILE PHONE #:

41. DATE OF BIRTH:

42. BA DEGREE:

46. ETHNICITY:

47: REFERENCES: Names of three people asked
to complete references

Date Earned/Expected: 05/2017

5230 W 113th St. Cir 

(612) - 816-5791 (612) - 816-5791

ALTERNATIVE EMAIL:mikeblazanin@gmail.com

08/29/1994

Information on this page is not available to reviewers during the screening process.

Yes NoX

Date Earned/Expected: /NoX

Yes NoX

(1) Country: (2) Category: (3) Year:

45. FELONY/MISDEMEANOR: Yes NoX

American Indian or Alaskan Native

Asian/Pacific Islander

Black or African American (Not Hispanic/Latino)

Two or more groups Specify: 

Hispanic/Latino

White (Not Hispanic/Latino)

No Response

X

1) Michael Travisano

2) Thomas Platt

3) Shantiluz Sanchez

48: REFERENCE/EVALUATION DUE: 11/10/2016





















FORM 7FULBRIGHT U.S. STUDENT PROGRAM
Language Self Evaluation

1. Language being evaluated:

Yes No2. Indicate if you are applying for the Critical Language Enhancement Award in the language evaluated on this form:

Applicants should complete a separate Language Self Evaluation for each language needed for their proposed grant project or as required by the host
country according to the Country Summary.

Remember, unless you have no knowledge of the host country language, you must have FORM 8 completed by a foreign language evaluator.

Please answer the following questions regarding the language being evaluated.

3. Indicate your evaluation of your knowledege/skills level in the language indicated in question 1.

6. If the language used in the host country and/or in your project is not commonly taught in the U.S. and/or you have not enrolled in formal study of
the language, indicate what steps you have taken to learn this language to date.

7. If you do not currently have the level of language proficiency necessary to communicate effectively, orally and in writing, in the host country language,
indicate what you are doing now and what you plan to do to bring your language facility to an acceptable level by the time a grant would begin.

Spanish

X

4. Indicate how you have learned the language. You may check all that apply.

None

Basic (no formal study or minimal high school)

Novice ( less than 1 year college or equivalent)

Intermediate( 1-2 years college or equivalent)

Advanced (more than 2 years college or equivalent)X

Superior (native or near native)

Formal StudyX

Self-studyX

Mother tongue

Spoken at home

Studied/lived in country (indicate country & amount of time in question 5)X

Other

COMMENTS:
5. Indicate amount of time spent in formal study and/or time studying or living in a country where language is spoken and the country

2 1/2 weeks in Costa Rica, traveling the country by bus, 2016
One semester studying & living in Venezuela at study abroad program, also including 
language immersion biology classes, Spring 2015
Three semesters formal study as an undergraduate, Fall 2013 - Spring 2015
Five years formal study in middle and high school, 2007-2013
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